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R & Ma p KEMMEL, 8 S.W. 1.

1. The 18th X.R.R.C. will »elieve the 1Pth E. Surrev
the night of 7th/sth Aufu3t 1918.
o, The 12th E. Surrev RegZt. will take over the hillets ""tc?i*‘tﬂ
by 2SR .N80 Thev will 3end advance parties consisting of
1 Officer to take over all Defence Schemes.
1 XN.0.0. per Coy. to take over trench stores.
1 representative per platoon.
These will report to Covi. at dawn 7+h instant.

3. The followine pa-tie3 will be sent up to their opposite
numbers a+ dusk 8th inatant -
1 Officer per COY.
1 representative per platoon of "A"
Thev will take over 2ll trench stores, Defence
maps, etc.

4. A cory of receipts Tor all trench 3tores, Defence Jchemes, etc.

handed and taken over will be Porwarded to Bn. Hgara. a3 3oon an
possible after relief.

B, Empty petro} tins and camp kettles at preaent in posdessgion
of 0Ovs. will be dumped at dusk on %th instant at Support Bn.
Haras., from vwhence Trar3port will collect them.

A. Commnies wild he dism3ed in the line a“s Follows t=-

coy- P3itior. In relief of.

o\ Out po3t Commanv. "RB" Cov. 17th E. 3Surreys
e Centre Oompany
LA CLYTTE Line. e "
"o" Right Cov.
LA OLYPTE Lines. o " "
¢ Lef't ©$oOY.
1A OLYTMTE Line. o - i " "
Order of march will be "A", "c", "B", "D" Hqrs. An intertal
o* 100 vds. will be maintained between platoons and P00 yd3. between
GO“"—!.

7. 8 guldes per Ooy. will be met at Front Bn. Hars. The first
platoon of "A" Cov. will arrive there at 10.30 pm.

8. Rations for conaumption on the 9th and 10th instant will be
dumped at road oppo3ite Front Bn. Hars. about W.l c.3015 by
10.15 pm. 8Bth instant.

Coys. will carry their rations from this point.

a, completion of relief will be wired to Bn. Hars. b7 0ode Wword
"WEDNE SDAY".

10, Ackrowledge.
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l. In order to straighten the present front line on the
Brigade Front, the approximate line WN.l4 a.50.00 to X.9 d.40. 00
will be captured on the night of Aug. 8th/9th 1918. Zero hour
will be notified later.

P. The attack will be carried out bv the 15th Bn., Hampshire
Regt. "

3. The objectives and 103t3 to be con3lolidated are 3hown on
attached ma p.

A. There will be no alteration in the dispositions of the
18th X.R.R.C. until 24 hours after the attack, when +he Battn.
will relieve the 15th Hants.

e stragglers collecting posts will be established
1 - . .

' 0oy. in the original front line, to collect all
and send them forward. ‘

5. Batt
bv 0.0. "
3traggler

1
A
3

3. A number of duckboards will be placed in the front 1line.
On the nizght of the a3szault these will be placed in position
acro3ds the trench by "A" Coy. a3 300n as it is dark enough.

7. 01d Coy. Hdrsg. at N.7 b.9.5 will he occupiasd by Hars.
15th Hampshire Regt. 0.C. "B" Coy. will arrange to clear a
short length of trench about N.8 a.0.3 to make room for a R.A. P.
A second R.A.P. will be established with "D" Cov. Hars. at
N.2 ¢.8.53 '

8. Forward bearer po3t3 will be established at (a) in dugouts
bfhflrnﬂ' :TJY%;?DALE FARM, N.14 b.00.85; (b) On MTLIEXRUT I3E -
BEAVER CORNER ROAD, at N.8 d.4s=B 45.%0. OCov. 3tretcher bearers
are Onlv respon3iible for evacuating as far as ore of +he Osts.

9. Rs3word will be MURDOCH.

10. Rations for consumption on +he 8th/9th instan. will be
brought up on night of 7+ h. Hot tea onlvy will be broucht up
on night of Ath. ’ |

11. Acknowledge.

(3a) G, wren Howard,
Ca _r*. . ‘.'3 A"q it .
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SECRET

- e e

7111 relicve the 15th Bn. Hampghire
he night of 21/22nd August 1918/

o, Tewias Gun limbers will report fo coya. today Tor
convevance of Tewis Guns, me3s store and trench bundle
the 1line. fhov will follow Qoys. on tﬂe maroeh.

ywing advance marty will report at Hars.
at 8.45 mm. tonight te talke over trenc!
1 officer per Coy.
1 representative per platoon.
1 ¥.0.0. from Bn.Hgrs.

m
T L
ir

Hampshi

-1 - ' ,' "
order of merch will bz Hars., o ot U ¢

¥ Qgoya. will pea3s road junction,
lowing hours:-
Hgrs. 9 pn. =
® 4" Coy. 9.5 pm. i b
"G" ¢} ngr:') _LTU’ "B"

rauunder will be met at 3, 15th Hampshire Regt
plat00r
Qov. Hgrs.
i : 7 ek
1 For "A" and "0" Coya. will be met at
Hara.,

2. goys.of 18th X,R.R.0. will relieve Qoys. of 15th Hampshire
Reft. as Tollowas:- :
Po3ition.
i goy. will relieve np" cov- ot T;HEET_‘
"B" ntre 30HRR FITBERG

3 HER MIBERS

=}

Schemes, eto i he talen oven
3 obtained to Bn. Hgra.

8. Trench atores, Defence

relief, and a copy of racelpt
dawn on 22nd.

9. Oomplztion of relief will bo wired to Br. Hars. by Codeword
"IEDITE SDAY " .

10. Hot food containers from the line are being delijerud at
Bn. Hgrs. by 11 pm. 21at, and will be taen dom to "B" Hechelon
the same night by limber.

11. Rations for consumption on the 28nd will be carried on the
man.
12. AcnowledgZe by wira.

Issued at Capt. & Adjt.
21.8,18. 18th X.R.R.C.

. . Moy ot ¥
Copy Wo. 1 File. Oopy Yo. 8 0.C. "ﬂ" GQJ-
t:! D By Diary. » 9 0., G oo
'! ) " . . D.O .9 I (‘j > 3 Oo
. 15th Hants. 1 mr\pfnorf of e p.
" 5 { 12th B. 3Surreys. 2 Quartermastor.
z  ( "A" Uoy. 13 R. S.11.
ngn " \ Spar c.
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18th Bn. 7ing'3 Rowal Rifle Corm. B0 py Tounisssis

DEFETCE _3HE T.

Front 7ine Bat*n., - ILaft Brigade 3ector - 4lst Divi:ion.

Raforonca Tary = 3hont 21 % 1 1/10 000

I eial “ap attached, 1/10 alsle
BOITDARIE 3. are 3ho™ on 3p2cial ‘iav attached. A Bottn. of
£%3 193n3 in®ant»v Brigade i3-on.tha pight, and a Battn. nf the
27+h Am-rican Diviaion on t.ha 1““

THE DETEIGE 3 eoniist of 1= ‘
(&Y Th= form=—d 3v3ten comvosed ~f 2 line of roaty and
suprorting po3lts. . _ ?
Th = iz a 3ingl: b21lt of ~ire in “ront o® th2 front 1line
113, and wire al30 in front of the right 3upportin”® pNiti.
Fg) Th fain Lin= of revistanc?, v"i~h i+ +that portion of the
NHRATIIRY - DINESUEH LAE Ling 1ving within the Battin.
boumrdari=s. Tt i3 n corntinuovs fronch 2nd i3 protected br a
doubl> belt AT wire. : :

DI IV 3IITIN"3 of Cows ar= 1 Tnllo»z { 3e2 alyo 3pecial fap
attzch-38% '
{a) The Porard 3-3t2m. The 2% Pront line -03t3 are held by
S platonr »F "o, 17 fio—, plus 1 L., 3sctiom of To. 3 Tov,
a3 urnlcr--
3tz 1, P, 3 *a¥ Tlatoon

- _.!_’ T '.B‘ = .

- . 7. A b i - plus ¥ L.G. 3=2ction.
Th> surro~ting w33 a=2 held as wrer- -

Right Suppert — "DV Flatoon, To. 1 Cov.
. 12t Sumort - 1 Piastoon.

- Both th=232 ar2 gvailabl - "or 1 madra*e count2r — a*‘*ack.
Cov Hlgrs i3 at Teall.g. S5%5.
(b)) The IHEERETIIRG, mf* E3UH LAE LIE i3 held by S "mmnim
le3v om~ platrom nd on= La™lsz Sun 3ection.
Toe ? B~ holdz from the 3psuth -n Brigede bourd rv to T, ”.b.'q’-'».’l-o
with theon nls_,tr)nm., ths &+h b2ing in cl3e 3uprort about
TePede? W@, 1371 nnz Lawiiz Gun 3ection which i3 in tr>nmoh at
TwlleBe D De @0 and i3 nwronz"‘b'lﬁ for protegting the Plank of the
P Tick 713 N7 Bt Tw 3w telPe 00 &
Cov Hidrrs 19 2t TeVelle 20 *5 ,
IT'O- 5 ij“ hold'? f“""om la.T?-—thQ:‘-lO ‘tﬂ T .EQ.WQSE With t‘"n
ristr m3. OF the roma’ning t™o platoons, one, 1237 = LG,
3action, i3 n clo32 sunpokt-at about T.Bes.30.50, ani the
other Aotach=d '+r> Tie* L ‘T Ve
Bov Hinrs 79 2%t TeRele P e Fa *
e 4 Cov holds "«—»ﬂm Te %t "He 5*3 +o Torthern Brigade Boundary,
with ¢ -m plrtonnie
Th: +hi-a platern is ir clola ?ur""O""t AL TTwPeDe 10eds, and
th> remaining plato™n aDOUt e ReBe70e M0
Yo Hagrs i3, at, s B B0 T P O

AOTIOT ITT CASE O ATTAG .  There vil1ll b2 mo withdrs™l from
any 1lins. The rol: of .+.'hi troops in the Forwrd 3viteam 13 to

repalss anv enemy attack if posiibls, o-, Failing thet, to
disorgariye, dela~ snd bra2ak it up. In the evart oF n _
Zs reral a* tack 8long +th: ~hols 1in: the Outmo3t Tins w11l not b2
- prinforesd from or from brind the 3 HIRETBERG <« DIQTBYSH

T Tansg : -

Junvort latH"m3 ar: -t the Aizposal of 0FFig »3 Tomanding Cora
For J-m~Ainte gount r - attack mithout raforens: +0 Ratin,
‘Hanara, '

In 2dd4%+ion
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In addition td this, onw**nmrhnv o th2 3Support Battn,,
accommodated M. of the LA RILYTTE - ZEVOOTE™ RAad i3 nlac:=d .
at th2 dispnsal of thz 0,0, Front Line Bat+n. a3 Battn.
rolepv 3, To- e in countap=atieking any portinn of the

3 Hu “FW"BLWu - DICYEBUSH -T,AT Line which ma< hav: boeen
ogccupisd by th- =nemy. .

In th eavent of an attaclk anr*wring imminant, an 0f®ic = of
thiz Qov will r=vort at onc: to 3:ttn. idqrw.

R rTnG shoruld an attack a ~mear imminent “or™ing
EHFETT?"KnPand m o~ forvard of the Juprort Lire 111 man the
fire tronch nearest to them, rervorting ot 3jam» tim2 0 the
n=arcit Cov Commnder o~ ordepis. - :

BATT", OF 38t M,7.4.70.30 and i3 mannad d~"- and night.

: at Advanc2d Battn. Hdqgra
I"s7.b.80,57, which formy a relay 3.0.3. Pat.
Battn. 13 r23mon3ibla fr meintaining commuric-tion with
Bri&ade 0. P a* 1. %.0:.57. 27,

3:0s3, . Th2 3,0,3. 3ignal it at pru3ant a ~ifl: Zronade
bur3ting intn stars rad ovar red ovor rad. Thit will onlv
be put up mhon the actual infantrv asszault Acvélopzs and will
th'n b2 renznted avarvy 10 minutes until thrva+tack. 13 boatan
of'f.
An alternativ? 3.0.3. 3i2n21 it rrovided for by a chain of
bugl> po3ts, at which ta=2 ALARI will be 3ound=d, a3 follows:=
' At Advanced Battn., Hdars. :

" . Battaw. Hdara.

"  Syprort Ba‘tn. Hagra.

" Brigade Hdars.
In the ev=nt of all co-munications h:ving faildd the 3ignal
+hat th> sneny ix attacP1ng, or memring-+o 1+tack +ha
WHER EErBERG - DI""WBUuH TA ‘Line *ill b2 an R.G, 3igZnal
bursting into stars Rad ova Grpen over Yellow, sent -up from
th- IHER E'IRG by an O3 °r who i3 in communication with
th> Farm a* ¥,R.b.4N,50, The barrage will not ba b»nught back
Prom +he Pront 3Sviten until netification i3 raceived bhat the
2nemy is actﬂallv a#fackwng th> NHIRETBEIPG - DINBIYIH 1,478
- Line. - £ 2ol i SR
2 ~ounted in th: follewing po3itions:i-
15.3.11 03
n onO- ‘ﬂ

i i

AT TA™ WATNRE e Thc onlv m:any of apmroack for holtile
T

tapky ars . the GAG BL = NLYTTE ROAD, and the UILIY ™AY.
Infantrv ars r23von3ible "or dealing with anomv infantry
?0llowine the znemy tank. Artillery for denaling —ith ¥he

tank it3=1f. _

Ordinarv Selele 171 mor: ofPfPective +han armour piorcing ammunition
"o d2aling with tanky - Loophol~s, oponingy or  Zuna  and

Flapy in end ar2 peints of vulnorability.

.

.._.“;23“3J1 0o whisch th va2 are 13 coverin? +he Battn. 3ector
ar:s 306"m on q++xoh4d ma, pe Hdars are at 1=

-»()V - U’. OC PO."‘

)Q(}tion s ’ ch)Ob ‘ f..ﬂﬁ

ry Yy
/.F]. ﬁ.'ﬁg

7'C.Rr- "A‘
r}-ohc "Ro S5
7—.016’7'—“-@%

CTINEN AP TO™ S Ther: are Zround lines from Battn. Hdara e
s.lnﬂ-lqlnihih# to ?rw" d2 Hdqra, Advancad Bat+n. Higrs and all
Comrnﬂnd Fowar Buzzorag arz initalled ~+ Tpront Oov Hianra

morting o Ba“+tn. -Hdari) and at Cov Hdars ¥.2.0.70.10

( morking to Battn. Hdaqrsy and to +hs IR EYRERG), Annt her
one worky from Battn. Hiqrs ta Brigade and £~ Battns on left
and right,

Tamp at Batin.
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(3)

1 e -,V 2 '.“;‘lt’ Ba’+ t Tle Hd q}""; dai 1V' .o aRmo ™
;lﬁginl e 4+ mav ha 3ent from Cov Haar3 at MeNgneRReno
jjuéﬂ‘loh?o Jattn. Baqrs and from Nov Hdqta at .

" Q.é.oq'ﬁﬂ +o Sunvort Bartin. Hdqras and al3o from Battn.

lie ™ edche: 0 ) 2

Hiaqra toO Brigade.

TRUGTION 34

L i

AN IV ITRATIVE T

. b e
maitions of ration dump, ReA. Poy Formward R.A.F%%.R.m.
ﬁ ;;;WE“"lvﬁv; Dump 2tc+, Are aho'n on attached fam.

u y D3 A O'- -1 | 3 ¥

ACKYO TLEDGE .,

13th 3n.
I‘!’*ui‘d ﬂ;t es e c e e a e s e

o4,8,19117,

File
"ar Diarv
"ar Diarv .
Haaqrs 127°nd Inf. Bde
0.0+ 3upport Bartn.
" '/\" "o
"B" Mo,
n" Gov,
" Gov.
Iignal T lear. _
IntolligZence Offic 1.
SPAr e

1
2
%
A
C'\
7
a
0
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, BN SE e Se R Akl dEaw DS i F B . S PR >
gl : i - U , 3= AUC 1918 - s e
A , i .
- 4 3 o ™ 011;“ I: f o8 g D uI““n"tL or W ILS
RENGTE lest  Inercase during . S e . Bl
= :reake wock due to Drafts - and ng" we el .,u“] ti current w Ju. BATT" K(R;ﬁ;ﬂ.apation sce back),

roinforcombnts cte . e cvacuetion
‘ ucted from

ﬁnptq ote,

, -
Ofﬁ‘s ° F s ! Offl"S » UoRaIﬂ{S . [ o Ra _ YF Og T)_Cnlzs *

Lus

- e R s

2 o, 2 AV L /S ar s / y ’ o . 3T ] N
Negne of COIMding officor., . ¢ e :le svadecocesoccena A "TIOI ¥ COIJUPE“I "Dl #
f . ‘:, I/"ﬁ ; J’) _‘( ‘ . y Officoru -] OeRaIlkS.
Hame of an in Commani..;};;:n.;..;a.i..z..ﬁ.oia ; ; 3 =,
L - > - : , 3 ; i - Killed
2 ; ; : A Hdounded:

N > .,)' \ g O
No. of liejors & Cepteins . Ve ik
[l St b L ¥,

not including 1 & 2.iceaseceFeasnorveliviaen i ssing.

35 s , ‘ Evacuated Sick

X b B
No, of SubeltcrnS.csccscs ccoesnan o5
: 2 %3 Struck off for
# TOTAL OFFICERS.. . sisnesr - ' any other cause

e 8
4 to agree with Column hhet |
ﬁ g .--c—-.r-—‘»"'"—""“""‘""""""“""" ——————————— ;..__._,___3‘4 . TOT[A'IJ.

=r 1ir?

qE TARTASD OF OFFICERS
PYXPTANATION OF THCREASE OR DECRuLSX OF Ui ‘RS Af-hh,

D IS B e G ST P S A W S N A e S e R

EXPLATATION COF COLULD i
fener s essArPrived fran Reinforocments. WeinTorcements Taken on Strength up to (7.
Re joined from Hospitel & Teken on strength...
Teken on strength from other causes oy
; TGI.IJ.

5 Svacmted Sick (Datu). ' Reinforcements proviously taken om strength
T EEEEEEEEE U A NI D ‘W;lo hcv.:\ JOlned fr lDlW‘Slonal Rcception
Camp.

i /R

2 9c G 8 e %306 ¢85 3

Sam "'-‘_"L o ( ST
QlG!Gcttctliie!|lbno.00a'e.u.l.'l'\'d Lo PLE I

LR BN

etc. elc,
m wor o Colun Nt .o, “D"
10 agree vl th uoLunms B <L s

:Dates ¢t &aoqo c»_' » & w‘;' Ap»(;‘:"a.”’: ulgl f : 4
-s-a,orteuoenee-ea.-.-.o.‘_liout COlOIlGl.
L,O”’lcvl’i.._‘l{:anqrnvs_‘b«-n--cv;nc--na
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DETAILS,

(FFPICERS.,
e v S IR RS T R e S R R S (R O SRR S
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. WARRATIVE OF OPERATIONS CARRIED OUT BY
122nd INFANTRY BRIGADE
SEPTEMBER 1st to 6th 1918.

Roference Haps - HAZEBROUCK SA, 1/100,000.
Sheet 28. - 1/40,000. |
1, S.,F.2, VYTSCHAETE.- 1/10,

1. The Brigadc was resting in the Sesond Army Training Arce near
having arrivod there carly om the morning of the BQ@h ~agust .
On Saturday, August 3lst, ¥arning Orders were issued that the Br :
would move to relicve the 27th Amoriean Division on the TICEEBUSCE FRONT;
move to commence the fellowing day. :
On September lst, the 15th flampshire Reghb . and 12th Bast Surrcy Regt.
ontraincd at LUMBRES ot midday, erriving in the ABEELE Rost Area
at S5 pdue
The 18th King
arriving av 4

Ruyel Rifle Corps followed on September 2nd by train,

‘s f
REELE Rest Arca at P Jis

During thce night September o2nd/3rd, the 122nd Infantry Drigade rellcved
the 106th Infantry Regt., 27th imerican Division, in tho VIERSTRALT
scctor.,

Throushout the day of the 2nd, the rmericens had bhoen engoged In heavy
fighting, and the exact positions of the Front Line posts werc not lknown,
But it was roported thet they held the gonoral 1imc from PURGATORE,

0.7 404243, through the GRAND BCIS, 0.15.0., to the VIZRSTRALT =
TMTSOIAETE ROAD et approximately 0.13.8.00.025.

The dispositions of the American Rattalion and Companics could not be
ascertained, the whole Rogiment having beon involved duriag the day.
The 15th Hampshirc Regt. and the 12th East Surrcy Rert ., wore orderod to
relieve the front Battalions, on the Right and Loft rogpeetively, the
18tk King's Royal Riflc Corps moving into Brigede Rosorve in the old
gratom of tronches in N,10, & .15,, where a congidcrabls number of

Gas casudalties (totalling 1 Oompanyg wore suffered, the Area boing
affooted,

o guides were avallable for the 12th East Surrey Regt.

The Bettalion Commenders of the two front line Battalions isgved ordcrs
to Gompanies tc earry out an area relief, and sstabligh a line from
PURGATORY, 0.T.c.2.8. to RED CHATELU, 0,13.8.00,00,, dividing linc
botwoen Battalions being the cornor of GRUMD BOIS, 0.,13.2.4.0.
it 1.30 a.m., 0,0, 12th East Surrcy Regt. rocelyed a rcport that the
acompanies procoeding dovn tho VIERSTRA.T - YIPSCHLETE ROAD to rclieve

the Americans E. of GRAHD BOIS, had mct with the enemy who werc holding
CHINESE TRENCH actride the road at H.12.c.4.,0., in considerable st rength .
0.C, 12th Dast Surrcy Regt. theroupon ordered 1 Company to dig in egtrids
the rood as noar as pogsible to CHIVESE TREHNCH, tho romalning Companies
to talc up a position inm the VIZRSTRLAT & ITCH TRLNOHES in N,.17.a. & Do,
and ¥.ll.¢., and sond back all imoricans found-in the arce.

» econsiderable number of the lst Battalion, 100th ‘merican Infantry Regt .
were found in this Area, under the imprcssion they were ot the objectiwc
in GRAVWD BOIS. '

The guides for the 15th Hampshire ‘Rogt. cutircly logt thcir wayr, and ord:
werc issvod for Companics to got forward os far ag possible, and send
back 211l imcricans found.

£t davn, the situation was as followo:-
15th Hampshire Regt. held the tronchee in i,17.c. with a fer troops
forward in Lrca ¥,23.,b.3.9.
12th East Surrev Rogt. had two platoons in Southern end of CHILIESE TRENC
.17 d.contrel: One Company around farm 1.17.b.10.55.: Onc Compony astric:
the road i7,11.d.centrel, the remaindor of the Battalion in the VITRSTRALL
SYITCH TRENCHES in f.ll.c.

para, 4 (contd.)/ -
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parag 4 (contd,)

Toweh hag, recn cstablighed on the left with the 124th Infantry Brigade

vho repgortcd they held the ncw Reserve Tronch, .5, from ¥ .11.,b.9.0.,
. "but thore were 'poclkets! of cnemy troops 211 over the irca.

The, eneny werc holding CHITESE TREWCE from I'.18.a. , astride the

road to approximately M,12.c.9.0. C-a,

A econsidercble minmber of the three Battalions of the lst imericen

Infontrr Regt. reportcc at thoir Reglmental H.G., HL.,31l.a.6.9., that

theyv hed been reolieved by the British.

It

The Coloncl Commending the Imerican Infantry Rregt . thercupon agrecod

that the linc handed over to the 122nd Infontry Brigadc was os detoiled

in parc.. 4 obove, and that the objective through GRAUD BOIS had not becn

hoended over,

At 3 pam., 3rd Septomber, a Conference was held at the Heedouarters of
the 12th £ast Surroy Regt., ¥.10.b.3.8. The following werc in
attendancc:~

Brigadior-Goneral 5.V,.P, VESTOH, D.8.0., ii.C. ~ Commanding 122nd
' Infantry Brigacde.
Lieut-Cel. G.L. BRO'N, D.5.0. - Commanding 12th East Surresr Regt.
Lieut-Col., C. NMURDOCH, D.5.0, - Commanding 15th Hempshire Roct.
Liocwt-Col, S5ir J,V,E. LEES, Bart., .C. Commanding 1l8th ¥N.R.R.C.

o)

ol
h
d

The G.C.C., 122nd Infantry Brigadc oxplaincd that os certain oncrations
were impendins, it was esscntial that osur line be advanced to the main
gvage railway linc from .18 .d.2.2.to0 7,12.4,0.8.

At 5 pan., a Varning Order wes receivod from Division that

would be launchcd against the "ITSCHALTE RIDGE ot 5.30 a.m.,

wmorning, in conjunction with the 34th and 35tk Divisions on

and Left rcspecctively.

Verning Orders were issucd to Battelions esnd a Conforcnce of Commanding

Officcrs ordered at 9 pamn. at Brigade Headquarters, 11.31.a.6.9.

Detailed Orders were verbally igsued to Battelion Commanders as follows:-

The 15th Hempshirce Regt, and 12th Tast Surrcy Regt. were detailcd to

a2ttack cech with 2 Companies in 2 waves.

The iInter-Battalion diwiding line wos fixed eg follows:-
7,18.8,35,35,(BYRON F.LRM, inclusiwve to lcft Battalion) -
0.15.2.45.,80, ~ 0,7.4.35,10. t¢ point 0.8.¢.80.55, ( CATTELU F.LRi
inclusivc to Right Battalion),

The 18th Xing‘s Royal Rifle Corps moved up to trenches in :7,10.a.

The first objoctive for the day was e general 1fne from 0,13.c.4.7. to
peint 0.15,a.5.5., along road and edge of BOIS QU/.RANTE to C.7.c.5.8.
The socond oObjoctive was the ST ELOI - IESSINLS Road from point 0.2.2.0.
to 0.14 .,2.6 6.

The sscond objectlve was to be attaclzed on receipt of orders from
Divisionol H.0., if tko rcsistance mct with in the f4rst advance proved
to be gslight,

10, Tweo Compenios of tho 12th Bast Surroy Regt. advanced to the main zuage
railway linc during the night of the 3rd/4th Septcmber and cloared out
the encmy from CHINESE WRENCH agtride the VIVRSTRAAT - WYTSCHARTE Road,
mecting heavy rocgistonce and suffering considcrable czsualties.

The romoining 2 Cpmpanics then advanced throush them and formed up on
tho main guage railway and werc in position by 4 a.m.

The 15th Hampshirce Regt, were unable tc clcar mp the situation in time,
anc eventually assombled bohind CHINESE PRENCH oy £4.30 a.m.

11, There was no preliminary artillert prcparation.,
The attaclk was carried out undor a barrage, which came dorm 300 yaras
fast of the main guage reilway running through 11.18.ccntral,
The verrage rcmainod on this line until 5.45 a.n. after which it moved
forward in lifts of 100 yards cvery four minutos.

12/;
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® .

12,

wia pagouit crmwonecod. &b 5,30 a.n. simultencously with tho opening of
the Layrage . .

On the 1eft, the 12th Best Surroy Rogh. had roached,by 6415 g.m.,thc
goneral line from I,18.H.8.8. to O.?;e:?.V., altheugh sufforing very
hoavy casualtics from'Hachine Gun and Rifle fire from the Right Flenk,
and from 2 large pill-boxcs in GRAITE BOIE . | g i

On the right the encmy wCroc holding strongly QQL_TR@suh_?p it 24 .8 o,
PRTIT BOIS, and the low grownd of tho "YTSCHARTEBEEK, with the rcould
snat. the 15th Hempshire Repgt. woro unable to acdvence beyond the light
railway in 7,18 (G, and suffored very heavy casualiics,

At 7,15 a.m. the encmy counter-atteckod with about 100 mecn from inc
Support Battalion of the 153rd Infentry Rogt .+, (vhich had becn rclicved
from the line on the night 3rd/4th Septemper, but worce brought btacl
when ear attacl dovelopoed), and drove in the Bast Surrew Regt. to tho
réilway at 1M.12.4.0.6., dut tho postsin front ¢f the crators in

1,18.%. were able to maintain their positions,

The 124th Infantry Brigade, on the left, roported tha

come back to the railway at 1,12 .contral.

Taroughout tho day, the encny kopl up an intonsc and accuratce
and Snipers Fire.
By dusgl:, owing to intense enfiledc Machinc Gun and Rifle fire,
shelliag, our troops (with the cxeoption of the post in front c
srators i1.18.8., which held out throughout the whole operation), had
withdrawn to the fellowing line:-

12th East Surrcy Reght. in thoe SRSTRALT SYVITCH an

the rosd M.ll.d.central,

15th Henpshire Regt had béon eclleetod and reorganized

N .9.-5 .b '55 -30 * ’DO N le’tdl4l4 B

During thoe nght of Septomber 4th/5th, the 18th Wing's Royal Rifle Uorps
were orderod to advance ond establish e line as 1 mard as pcossible,

and relieve all troops of tho 12th Rast Surroy £
Regh . that could be found. uring the night the ¢
shelled with H.E. and Gas, tho valloy behind the VIERSTRALT

Hampshire

follows:~
CHINESES TREHCH from the
0.7., with posts on tho

it Gawn, the situatlon was roported to ¢ as
1 Company 18th King's Roysl Rifle Corps held
VIERSTRALT - TYTSCHABTE Road to polnpy N.l2.d
main guage railway in front.

3 Conpenies of 18th Kirg's Royal Rifle Corps in Area N,17.b.i. d.

Men of the 12th Eest Surrcy Regit. had been relicved and roformed into
a Compeny.and werc in Support in VIERSTRAAT SYITCH in H.17 .. and
Hadltsos ' '

The 15th Hampshiro Regt. had not been relicved,

-

* porson el rocoanelssence by the Brigede Hajor, Capt. ©.R. HOGG, .U,
and 2nd/Lievt. T.H. LLOYD, M.C., shewed th¢ Front Linc to be as followg:-
Prench ¥.,23.b.55.30. t0 V.0, Road at 5.23.b.6.6.; and 3 Posts on line
fl‘Om IT‘Q .b't6 QGA to 1\7‘1’7 .d|4 s“.’-‘a h@ld. b’y 154\‘;]?‘_ HDI‘lpSlﬂiI‘O RC&", % i

CEIWESE TRENCE from N.17.d.4.4. to ¥,18.2.,0.4, held by 2 Compenies of
18th Ling's Royal Rifle Corps. ;

CHIVESE TRENCH from M.l2.c.5.1. to i1,12.4.,0.7., and posts on main guage
railway from 1,18.2.9:9. to junction with CHIITISE TRENCH at ¥.12.d.0.7.,
held By 1 Company 18th King's Royael Rifle Corps. '

Purther roconnoissandc revealed thet the crest from ¥.24,2.1.8.: and
troneh svetom from ¥.l8.c.2.5, to 1,18.c:5.7, to 1¥,18 .2.7.8. were not
held by enemy, and orders wore issued for an advance to this line to

be carried out at dusk, which linc was svbsoquently cstablished.

0n the night of thz 5th/6th Scptember tho 123rd Infantry Brigade
rclieved the 122nd Infentry Brigadc, which moved on relilef to
Divisgional Reserve in Arca @,14.
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The difficulties of thco dt'tb/ck werc groatily increascd by the obscurse
gitvation taken over fran the American Division who had themselves
heen hcavily engaged.

The 15th Hampshire Regt., being wnable to forim up on the linc of the
rajilwary as it was faund, contrary tc information received, tc be
strongly held by the oncmr, never caught up with the barrage.

The enemy, contrary to ex pe tation, put up a very strong resistancce.
In spitc of theso adwersc factorg, hoeth Battallons advanced with the
utme st courage and determinetion, u_mi, they sustained such casualtiss
as madec further progress impos sible. These, in the cage of the
Officers, were egpeclally cevercs and a: mounted Lo 85%s and in the casc
of the men to hretwoen 605 and ‘?Of‘.-,-:a:‘ the m\‘éfltn.g‘ cEgd |

Host of the casualtics were sustained from the high k:*‘ound to the
South . From PETIT ROIS and CAX TRENCH the cnemy cdirectly oniiladed
our advancc.

Lieut. 7.5.5. REY#OLDS, 12th Bast Surrocy ., in meinteining and
handing over an advancé post in tho HOLLA HB.SLHUUR Crater, displayed
fine courage and cdetermination,

Lieut. G.,J. POTTER, 1.C., 15th Hampshirc Regt., organizcd the remmants
of thc Hampshire Regt. , agein advanced his linc at duslk, and refused
tc bz reclicved watil he had completed this ion,

L Brigr de ila jor. Captain S,.R, HOGG, ::.C., by invaluable
recommaigsance in broad daylight, clcarga uu a very obscure situation
a1d gave orders which enabled the line tTo @ edvan d sbout 300 yards,
and conipletc touch to be cgtabliched on Right and I_c

Thet the opcretion, aving to insurmouatable dif flcultles, was only
a linmited success,; cannot cbscure the fine - determination and
s01d sacrifice, displayed by all renks. COuvaqe,

Brigadier General,
Commanding 122nd Infantry Brigsde.
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18th Bn, King's Reyal Rifle Corps.

Fisghting Strength Return for Week Ending Sth March 1919.
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